4" Sunday of Lent: A Man Born Blind Healed.by Fr Joseph Sebastian ,CMI

Only twice in the liturgical year do we wear this rose or pink vestment. The 3™ Sundays of
advent, which is called the Graduate Sunday, that expresses joy in anticipation of Christmas,
and the 4th Sunday of lent, Laetare Sunday, which expresses internal joy in anticipation of
Easter.

Last week we had seen Jesus's encounter with a Samaritan woman to whom Jesus said, "I
am the living water." This Sunday, we see Jesus saying, "I am the light of the world." by giving
sight to a blind man.

This was a very unusual way of healing. Usually, a miracle is depicted as a paragraph in a
chapter of the Bible, but here the entire chapter of John 9 is dedicated to this healing
narrative. This is unusual in many ways. Usually, people came to Jesus for healing, but here
Jesus went to the blind man to heal him. Usually, one word or touch was enough to heal
anyone, but here we see a step-by-step healing with participation or collaboration with the
one who is getting healed. A reason for this participation or collaboration may be that the
blind man, who Jesus came to, had full faith that Jesus would be able to heal him. Since Jesus
went to him, the blind man wanted to participate in his restoration.

This passage opens with a question from the disciples, "Rabbi, who sinned? This man or his
parents, so that he was born blind?" They were so sure of one thing: A sin happened either
with him or parents. Since he was born blind there was no chance of sinning in his mother's
womb, so they attributed the sin to his parents. We may also have this kind of question in
our minds. People have tragic experiences or a painful life, because of some specific act of
sin. They are suffering, but Jesus had an answer. It is not the sin of him or anyone, but
God's work made visible through him. In the book of Job, we see the exact story. Jesus's
answer is clear: When we are weak God wants to work in us and for us to cooperate.

Let us look at the scenario of blindness:

How many blind people do we see at first? We think of one man. Yes, he is physically blind,
but we see 3 different groups of blind people here.

The first: The disciples. People were eager to make a judgement on others, being eager to
conclude. Every single time we do the same, we are spiritually blind.

The second: His parents, neighbors, and relatives. They saw exactly what happened to the
blind man. They fear for their reputations, good names, and fame. They are not willing to
support or give testimony. When someone needs our help, and we are reluctant to give due
to such reasons, we are spiritually blind.



The third: The Pharisees. They refused to acknowledge Jesus, because of prejudice and
ignorance. They were blind to the truth. If anyone is not ready to accept Jesus, for any reason,
they are spiritually blind.

Let us see the agents of healing and its implications.

First: Spittle. It contains water, and water means truth. Last week we saw Jesus's
discourse on water with a Samaritan woman. Jesus is the 'Living Water' even in the
small amount of water he received.

Second: Mud paste or clay. God created Adam with clay. It represents the reshaping of man.

Third: The washing in the water in the pool of Siloam. Again, more water. More truth. He
already gathered some truth. Now he sends more truth, more realization. No more ignorance,
and no longer actions done in ignorance. The water is 'Life Giving' in abundance. A little was
given, and now it is his choice. He must go and find it on his own or with the help of
others. He is blind. God did his part now this man has to complete his part of his spiritual
journey with a spiritual companion, because he is blind. More work is required to have
fullness of sight.

Actions of the man

The step-by-step healing Jesus wants is the blind man's participation in full, to have
faithfulness in small things to have a full life.

1.) He was faithful. Jesus asked him to wash. How can a person believe that such a simple
action would bring his sight back? And moreover, he did not ask for, or have faith, but
Jesus offered it. He might have done so many treatments before, but he was faithful. He
carried out what Jesus asked him to do. He went and washed in the pool like Naman the
Syrian leper did as per the instruction of prophet Elisha. He dipped himself in the river Jordan
for 7 times and healed.

2.) He was grateful. After washing, he received his sight back, then he returned to Jesus.
Jesus did not ask him to return or for a testimony. We know the story of the 10 lepers who
were healed and only one returned realizing the gift from God. Many do not realize we keep
asking for more blessings. Jesus is giving us enough graces to have a beautiful life. The more
we are grateful, the more spiritual we are.

3.) He proclaimed the blessings and goodness of the Lord. He gave testimony before others
without fear. Like the Samaritan woman and thief on the right side of the cross, he can stand
firm in his faith. He has no support from others, especially his dear and near ones, but he
doesn’t care. He is looking at the lord not the people around him. He sticks to his word and
whatever will happen to him.



What is the result of the healing incident?
Another Christ experience: "Alter Christus."

1.) He has an encounter with Christ in the middle of his life, and now he is a changed person.
People are confused about him. He doesn't look like the same person. We are not the same
person when we have an encounter with Jesus. We look differently, talk differently, think
differently, act differently. People barely recognize us as an old person because we are new.
As St. Paul says, "It is not I, the same person, it shows we have not had an encounter with
Jesus. We are the same old person."”

2.) When we are really a changed person people may not accept us, because we have to say
no to many things. Your old ways, old patterns, old habits, and relating to the old way of
living are going away from you. People may not tolerate it. Many are deeply invested in
blindness their whole life like the mafia, the cartel, drug peddling etc. They kill the person
that leaves them. They cannot tolerate it. They think, "Why he is improving?" They
don’t accept it.

3.) Those who are supposed to help and support us. They won’t help, and we will be alone.
Only Jesus is going to be with us. They feel envy and jealous. They cannot tolerate the
change. They don’t accept the divine presence in you.

Dear friends,

If we have a real encounter with Jesus, and we do stand with him, nothing will affect us.
Whatever the situation, we are with him. We don’t go away from him. Your spiritual eyes are
open, and you have seen the truth. You are born anew, so you are not that person anymore.
Jesus possessed you. You are a new creation in Jesus and Jesus lives in you. Let Jesus open
our spiritual eyes and remove spiritual blindness. Like the Samaritan woman we encounter
a step-by-step realization. We are common man, and God sent us his son Jesus for us to
worship.

May god bless you all. Amen.



Cuarto domingo de Cuaresma: Un hombre que nacié ciego es sanado.por el P.
Joseph Sebastian, CMI

Solo dos veces durante el afio liturgico usamos esta vestimenta rosada o rosa. El tercer
domingo de Adviento, que se llama Domingo de Graduados, que expresa alegria en
anticipacién de la Navidad, y el cuarto domingo de cuaresma, Domingo de Laetare, que
expresa alegria interna en anticipacion de la Pascua.

La semana pasada habiamos visto el encuentro de Jesus con una mujer samaritana a quien
Jesus le dijo: "Yo soy el agua viva". Este domingo vemos a Jesus diciendo: "Yo soy la luz del
mundo". al darle la vista a un ciego.

Esta era una forma muy inusual de curacién. Por lo general, un milagro se describe como
un parrafo en un capitulo de la Biblia, pero aqui todo el capitulo de Juan 9 estéd dedicado a
esta narrativa de curacion. Esto es inusual en muchos sentidos. Por lo general, la gente
acudia a Jesus en busca de curacion, pero aqui Jesus fue al ciego para curarlo.
Generalmente una palabra o un toque era suficiente para sanar a cualquiera, pero aqui
vemos una curacion paso a paso con participacion o colaboracion de quien estd siendo
sanado. Una razon para esta participacion o colaboracion puede ser que el ciego a quien
Jesus acudio tenia plena fe en que Jesus podria sanarlo. Desde que Jesus fue a él, el ciego
quiso participar en su restauracion.

Este pasaje comienza con una pregunta de los discipulos: "Rabi, ;quién pecé? ;Este o sus
padres, para que naciera ciego?" Estaban tan seguros de una cosa: habia ocurrido un
pecado con él o con sus padres. Como nacié ciego no habia posibilidad de pecar en el
vientre de su madre, por lo que atribuyeron el pecado a sus padres. Es posible que también
tengamos este tipo de preguntas en nuestra mente. Las personas tienen experiencias
tragicas o una vida dolorosa, a causa de algun acto especifico de pecado. Estan sufriendo,
pero Jesus tenia una respuesta. No es pecado de él ni de nadie, sino la obra de Dios hecha
visible a través de él. En el libro de Job vemos la historia exacta. La respuesta de Jesus es
clara: cuando somos débiles, Dios quiere obrar en nosotros y que cooperemos.

Veamos el escenario de la ceguera:

;Cuantas personas ciegas vemos al principio? Pensamos en un hombre. Si, es fisicamente
ciego, pero aqui vemos 3 grupos diferentes de personas ciegas.

El primero: Los discipulos. La gente estaba ansiosa por emitir un juicio sobre los demas,
ansiosa por llegar a una conclusion. Cada vez que hacemos lo mismo, estamos
espiritualmente ciegos.

El segundo: sus padres, vecinos y familiares. Vieron exactamente lo que le pas¢ al ciego.
Temen por su reputacion, su buen nombre y su fama. No estan dispuestos a apoyar ni a dar
testimonio. Cuando alguien necesita nuestra ayuda y somos reacios a darla por tales
razones, estamos espiritualmente ciegos.



El tercero: los fariseos. Se negaron a reconocer a Jesus por prejuicios e ignorancia. Estaban
ciegos a la verdad. Si alguien no esté dispuesto a aceptar a Jesus, por cualquier motivo, esta
espiritualmente ciego.

Veamos los agentes de curacidén y sus implicaciones.

Primero: saliva. Contiene agua y agua significa verdad. La semana pasada vimos el discurso
de Jesus sobre el agua con una mujer samaritana. Jesus es el 'Agua Viva' incluso en la
pequena cantidad de agua que recibio.

Segundo: pasta de barro o arcilla. Dios cre6 a Adan con arcilla. Representa la remodelaciéon
del hombre.

Tercero: El lavado en el agua del estanque de Siloé. De nuevo, mas agua. Mas verdad. Ya
reunio algo de verdad. Ahora envia mas verdad, mas realizacion. No maés ignorancia y ya no
mas acciones realizadas con ignorancia. El agua es "dadora de vida" en abundancia. Se dio
un poco y ahora es su eleccion. Debe ir a buscarlo solo o con la ayuda de otros. Es ciego.
Dios hizo su parte ahora este hombre tiene que completar su parte de su camino espiritual
con un compafiero espiritual, porque es ciego. Se requiere mas trabajo para tener plenitud
de vision.

Acciones del hombre

La curacion paso a paso que Jesus quiere es la participacion plena del ciego, que tenga
fidelidad en las pequefias cosas para tener una vida plena.

1.) El fue fiel. Jesus le pidi6 que se lavara. ;Como puede una persona creer que una accion
tan simple le devolvera la vista? Y ademas, ni pidi6 ni tuvo fe, sino que Jesus la ofrecio.
Puede que haya realizado muchos tratamientos antes, pero fue fiel. Realizo lo que Jesus le
pidi6 que hiciera. Fue y se lavo en el estanque como lo hizo Naman, el leproso sirio, segun
las instrucciones del profeta Eliseo. Se sumergio en el rio Jordan siete veces y sano.

2.) Estaba agradecido. Después de lavarse, recuper¢ la vista y luego volvié a Jesus. Jesus no
le pidi6 que regresara ni que le diera un testimonio. Conocemos la historia de los 10
leprosos que fueron sanados y s6lo uno regres6 comprendiendo el regalo de Dios. Muchos
no se dan cuenta de que seguimos pidiendo mas bendiciones. Jesus nos estd dando
suficientes gracias para tener una vida hermosa. Cuanto mas agradecidos estamos, mas
espirituales somos.

3.) Proclamo las bendiciones y la bondad del Sefior. Dio testimonio ante los demas sin
miedo. Como la mujer samaritana y el ladrén al lado derecho de la cruz, él puede
permanecer firme en su fe. No cuenta con el apoyo de los demas, especialmente de sus
seres queridos y cercanos, pero no le importa. El esta mirando al sefior, no a las personas
que lo rodean. Cumple su palabra y pase lo que pase con él.

¢Cual es el resultado del incidente de curaciéon?



Otra experiencia de Cristo: "Alter Christus".

1.) Tiene un encuentro con Cristo en la mitad de su vida, y ahora es una persona cambiada.
La gente esta confundida acerca de él. No parece la misma persona. No somos la misma
persona cuando tenemos un encuentro con Jesus. Miramos diferente, hablamos diferente,
pensamos diferente, actuamos diferente. La gente apenas nos reconoce como personas
mayores porque somos nuevos. Como dice San Pablo: "No soy yo, la misma persona, eso
demuestra que no hemos tenido un encuentro con Jesus. Somos la misma persona de
siempre".

2.) Cuando realmente somos una persona cambiada, es posible que la gente no nos acepte,
porque tenemos que decir no a muchas cosas. Tus viejas costumbres, tus viejos patrones,
tus viejos habitos y tu relacion con la antigua forma de vida se estan alejando de ti. Puede
que la gente no lo tolere. Muchos estan profundamente involucrados en la ceguera toda su
vida, como la mafia, el cartel, el trafico de drogas, etc. Matan a la persona que los
abandona. No pueden tolerarlo. Piensan: ";Por qué estd mejorando?" No lo aceptan.

3.) Aquellos que se supone deben ayudarnos y apoyarnos. No nos ayudaran y estaremos
solos. Sélo Jesus va a estar con nosotros. Sienten envidia y celos. No pueden tolerar el
cambio. No aceptan la presencia divina en ti.

Queridos amigos,

Si tenemos un encuentro real con Jesus y estamos con €l, nada nos afectara. Cualquiera
que sea la situacion, estamos con él. No nos alejamos de él. Tus ojos espirituales estan
abiertos y has visto la verdad. Naces de nuevo, entonces ya no eres esa persona. Jesus te
poseyo. Eres una nueva creacién en Jesus y Jesus vive en ti. Dejemos que Jesus abra
nuestros 0jos espirituales y elimine la ceguera espiritual. Al igual que la mujer samaritana,
nos encontramos con una realizacién paso a paso. Somos hombres comunes y Dios nos
envio a su hijo Jesus para que lo adoremos.

Que dios los bendiga a todos. Amén.



