3rd Sunday of Lent, Jesus, and Samaritan Woman Fr Joseph Sebastian CMI

We can summarize the whole gospel in one sentence: We have a God who doesn't give up
on us, even if we give up on him.

A Samaritan woman encounters Jesus near Jacob’s Well in Sychar. It’s as though it is an
unexpected encounter for the woman, but for Jesus, it was very much planned. Sychar in
ancient times was called Shekkam. It was the capital of Samaria and is a well-known place
in the old testament. Abraham built an altar to God in this place. Jacob also built an altar to
God in this place, and dug a well for the people of Samaria.

The historical context for the encounter is as such: Samaritans shared the same ancestry as
the Jews. However, Samaritans intermingled with Gentiles and Pagans while they lived under
the rule of Assyrians. They worshiped Yahweh like Jews, but they also worshiped other
Pagan gods. This caused animosity between Jews and Samaritans. Jews and Samaritans
worshiped Yahweh. Jews in Jerusalem and Samaritans in Mount Grasim both believed that
a messiah would come to liberate the people.

The road through Samaria is the shortest road to Jerusalem from Galilee. Jews avoided it,
because they didn’t like to travel through Samaria. One time Jesus was blocked by
Samaritans when he traveled with his disciples. John became furious, and asked Jesus to
bring fire from heaven to destroy these people.

We see Jesus is sitting near the well, and he is tired. Water is the source of life. Both physical
and divine life. If there is no water we would perish . He has been on a long journey. This
shows his human nature; It shows Jesus is subject to the struggle of life.

The time mentioned is noon. It represents the light of Christ. Jesus was born at night. We
see the presence of light as a star. Jesus died on the cross midday. The sun disappeared. The
light was gone. Judas betrayed Jesus during the night. In the dark.

Jesus made the first move by asking for water from the woman. He did not grab the water,
he just asked. He did not take possession of the water forcefully. He only came closer to the
well when she answered 'yes.'

The name of the woman is not given. She came to draw water at noon. Usually women drew
water in the morning, and came in a group. It was a social occasion for them. Her being at
the well, alone in the midday, indicates she is a social outcast.

The questions are: Who made her an outcast? Is it by her choice? Or was the decision made
by other people?

During those times the testimony of a woman was not accepted. However, we see people
come to believe in Jesus because of this woman. In fact, she was rejected by people, because
of her sinful nature. She was not allowed to mingle with people due to that sinful lifestyle.



When Jesus spoke with her he mentioned only one thing about her life; he mentioned her
husbands. Later, she reported to people that she met a man at the well who told her
everything was in the past. She needed to stop continually focusing only on her sinful past,
because when we are in sin or evil, the devil keeps reminding us of our sinful nature. We
cannot escape it.

In fact, she was a good lady with so much knowledge and caliber. She lost her dignity in her
life because of sinful living. She had lived with five men. It was unusual.

Jesus helped her realize her dignity and identity in life. He entered into a theological
discussion with her. Jesus had only had a theological discussion with one other person
besides the Samaritan woman, and that was Nicodemus.

This is what Jesus learned from her at Jacob’s Well. He learned that she knew theology and
history. She knew about the liturgy worship in Jerusalem on Mount Grasim, and scripture
about the arrival of the messiah. Somewhere in the past she lost this knowledge. Her
encounter with Jesus helped her to realize and remind her of her higher call as a prophetess.

She had different levels of understanding about Jesus. First, as a common Jew, then as a
prophet, and finally as the messiah, her savior.

They began talking about physical water as a basic thing, and ended their conversation with
living water. This was a spiritual end. We see a conversation as an upward graph. Usually
people start conversations with spiritual matters and end in physical things.

Salvation is for everyone. Not just for a particular group or person. She was inferior in sex,
ethnicity etc., but none of that mattered to Jesus. He wanted to save her and give her
salvation. Her ‘yes’ made a big difference. When she realized her life was going to change,
she did three things: she accepted her mistake, repented and proclaimed the good news. She
did the same thing that the thief on the right side of Jesus did while being crucified.

An encounter with Jesus will change our life and its purpose. Pray for that spiritual encounter.
Every day Jesus is sitting near our well and asking for a drink, but we are too busy, or lending
a deaf ear to him. Moreover, we are happy with the water we drink. We don't want to change,
because it is difficult and painful to make a change. Let Jesus help us to have great faith.

She had a problem in life. She could not sustain a relationship with a man for a long period
of time, that was her gray side. Jesus pointed it out. The moment she realized it, she said
‘yes’, that was her realization. So she changed. We all have a gray side, which we try to hide,
but if people know about our gray side they never dare to address it. We can, however,
address it with Christ, or in the presence of Christ. He will help us to overcome it. She could
have said ‘no’ too, but she said ‘yes.” That is the answer to OUR gray area.



Tercer domingo de Cuaresma, Jesus y la Samaritana P. José Sebastian CMI

Podemos resumir todo el evangelio en una frase: Tenemos un Dios que no se da por vencido
con nosotros, incluso si nosotros nos damos por vencidos con él.

Una mujer samaritana se encuentra con Jesus cerca del pozo de Jacob en Sicar. Es como si
fuera un encuentro inesperado para la mujer, pero para Jesus estaba muy planeado. Sychar
en la antigiedad se llamaba Shekkam. Fue la capital de Samaria y es un lugar muy conocido
en el Antiguo Testamento. Abraham construy6 un altar a Dios en este lugar. Jacob también
edifico en este lugar un altar a Dios y cavo un pozo para los samaritanos.

El contexto histérico del encuentro es el siguiente: los samaritanos compartian la misma
ascendencia que los judios. Sin embargo, los samaritanos se mezclaron con gentiles y
paganos mientras vivian bajo el dominio de los asirios. Adoraban a Yahvé como los judios,
pero también adoraban a otros dioses paganos. Esto provocéd animosidad entre judios y
samaritanos. Judios y samaritanos adoraban a Yahvé. Tanto los judios de Jerusalén como los
samaritanos del Monte Grasim creian que vendria un mesias para liberar al pueblo.

El camino a través de Samaria es el camino mds corto a Jerusalén desde Galilea. Los judios
lo evitaban porque no les gustaba viajar por Samaria. Una vez Jesus fue bloqueado por
samaritanos cuando viajaba con sus discipulos. Juan se enfurecié y le pidié a Jesus que
trajera fuego del cielo para destruir a esta gente.

Vemos a Jesus sentado cerca del pozo y estd cansado. El agua es fuente de vida. Tanto la
vida fisica como la divina. Si no hay agua moririamos. Ha realizado un largo viaje. Esto
muestra su naturaleza humana; Muestra que Jesus est4 sujeto a la lucha de la vida.

La hora mencionada es el mediodia. Representa la luz de Cristo. Jesus naci6 de noche. Vemos
la presencia de la luz como una estrella. Jesus murié en la cruz al mediodia. El sol
desaparecio. La luz se habia ido. Judas traicioné a Jesus durante la noche. En la oscuridad.

Jesus dio el primer paso pidiendo agua a la mujer. No agarré el agua, so6lo pidi6. No se
apodero6 del agua con fuerza. Sélo se acercé al pozo cuando ella respondié "si".

No se da el nombre de la mujer. Ella vino a sacar agua al mediodia. Por lo general, las mujeres
sacaban agua por la mafiana y venian en grupo. Era una ocasién social para ellos. El hecho
de que esté sola en el pozo al mediodia indica que es una marginada social.

Las preguntas son: ;Quién la convirtié en una marginada? ;Es por su eleccién? ;O la decision
fue tomada por otras personas?

En aquellos tiempos no se aceptaba el testimonio de una mujer. Sin embargo, vemos que la
gente llega a creer en Jesus gracias a esta mujer. De hecho, fue rechazada por la gente debido
a su naturaleza pecaminosa. A ella no se le permitia mezclarse con la gente debido a ese
estilo de vida pecaminoso.

Cuando Jesus hablé con ella mencioné so6lo una cosa sobre su vida; mencion6 a sus maridos.
Maés tarde, le conto a la gente que conocié a un hombre en el pozo que le dijo que todo era
cosa del pasado. Necesitaba dejar de centrarse continuamente soélo en su pasado



pecaminoso, porque cuando estamos en pecado o en maldad, el diablo sigue recorddndonos
nuestra naturaleza pecaminosa. No podemos escapar de ello.

De hecho, era una buena dama con mucho conocimiento y calibre. Ella perdio6 la dignidad de
su vida debido a una vida pecaminosa. Habia vivido con cinco hombres. Fue inusual.

Jesus la ayudo a darse cuenta de su dignidad e identidad en la vida. Entr6 en una discusion
teologica con ella. Jesus solo habia tenido una discusion teologica con otra persona ademas
de la mujer samaritana, y ese era Nicodemo.

Esto es lo que Jesus aprendio de ella en el pozo de Jacob. Aprendio6 que ella sabia teologia e
historia. Sabia sobre el culto liturgico en Jerusalén en el monte Grasim y las Escrituras sobre
la llegada del Mesias. En alguin momento del pasado perdié este conocimiento. Su encuentro
con Jesus la ayudo a darse cuenta y recordarle su llamado mas elevado como profetisa.

Tenia diferentes niveles de comprensién acerca de Jesus. Primero, como judia comun, luego
como profeta y finalmente como el mesias, su salvador.

Comenzaron hablando del agua fisica como algo basico y terminaron su conversacion con el
agua viva. Este fue un final espiritual. Vemos una conversacion como un grafico ascendente.
Generalmente las personas inician conversaciones con asuntos espirituales y terminan con
asuntos fisicos.

La salvacion es para todos. No soélo para un grupo o persona en particular. Ella era inferior
en sexo, etnia, etc., pero nada de eso le importaba a Jesus. Queria salvarla y darle la salvacién.
Su “si” marco una gran diferencia. Cuando se dio cuenta de que su vida iba a cambiar, hizo
tres cosas: acepto su error, se arrepintié y proclamo la buena nueva. Ella hizo lo mismo que
hizo el ladrén que estaba al lado derecho de Jesus mientras era crucificado.

Un encuentro con Jesus cambiard nuestra vida y su proposito. Oren por ese encuentro
espiritual. Todos los dias Jesus se sienta cerca de nuestro pozo y pide de beber, pero estamos
demasiado ocupados o le hacemos oidos sordos. Ademas, estamos contentos con el agua.



